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agencies, States, the Southeast and Northeast
Northern Atlantic Right Whale Recovery Plan
Implementation Team and the Atlantic Large
Whale Take Reduction Team, pursuant to the
authority provided under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, the Marine Mammal Protection Act,
and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act.

This legislation would require the Secretary
of Commerce within 6 months of enactment,
to initiate demonstration projects designed to
result in the immediate reductions in North At-
lantic right whale deaths. There are 4 distinct
areas that I believe we should be focusing our
attention on. First, we should develop acoustic
detection and tracking technologies to monitor
the migration of right whales so that ships at
sea can avoid right whales. Second, we need
to continue work on individual satellite tags for
right whales. This is yet another way that we
can track whale migration and alert ships at
sea of the presence of whales and avoid ship
strikes. Third, this legislation would speed up
the development of neutrally buoyant line and
‘‘weak link’’ fishing gear, so that we can either
avoid having whales become entangled in the
first place or when they do the ‘‘weak links’’
break and they can more easily become dis-
entangled. Finally this legislation supports re-
search and testing into developing innovative
ways to increase the success of
disentanglement efforts.

This legislation allows for the government to
provide fishermen ‘‘whale safe’’ fishing gear in
high use or critical habitat areas. This is cru-
cial, because once we have developed this
‘‘whale safe’’ gear we need to get it in the
water as soon as possible. I believe an assist-
ance program that is fair to fishermen will be
needed and we are asking the agencies to tell
us the potential costs so we can ensure that
the gear can be deployed where needed.

This legislation requires the Secretary of
Transportation and Commerce to develop and
implement a comprehensive ship strike avoid-
ance plan for Right Whales because ship
strikes are the leading cause of right whale
mortalities. The plan incorporates the Manda-
tory Reporting System which I helped shep-
herd through Congress in 1997. This system
requires large vessels traveling through des-
ignated critical right whale habitats to contact
area Coast Guard authorities. Ship pilots re-
port course, speed, location, destination and
route and are alerted to the presence or near-
by whales. The system has helped mariners to
better navigate away from these endangered
animals. Through this legislation, the reporting
system will be improved to include the collec-
tion and analysis of data on traffic patterns
and ship strikes.

This legislation also establishes a right
whale research grant program. This program
will establish a peer review process of all inno-
vative biological and technical projects de-
signed to protect right whales. In addition to
the scientific community, this peer review team
will also be comprised of representatives of
the fishing industry and the maritime transpor-
tation industry. It is important that from the
very beginning we have the input of the peo-
ple who are on the water every day. Their
knowledge and experience is absolutely nec-
essary to developing innovative practices and
techniques to save right whales.

Congress has appropriated over $8 million
dollars in the last two years to protect right
whales. I believes that now is the time to de-

velop a comprehensive plan that spells out
what we can do immediately to better protect
these whales and focus our research efforts
on innovative ideas and technologies that can
identify whale migrations.
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Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commend the Texas Transplant Institute
(TTI) in San Antonio, Texas for hosting a spe-
cial All Star Transplant Reunion. This event
will honor all transplant patients and living do-
nors from every Transplant Institute Program
in Texas. Guests will also be joined by Spurs
basketball player and donor recipient, Sean
Elliott.

San Antonio’s Texas Transplant Institute
was created in 1999 by combining the solid
organ transplant program at Methodist Spe-
ciality and Transplant Hospital with the bone
marrow/stem cell transplant program at Meth-
odist Hospital. Over the years, the Institute
has expanded. In May 2001, a liver transplant
program was added to the Institute. And in
July, a pediatric kidney transplant program
was added to complete the full range of serv-
ices provided at the Texas Transplant Insti-
tute.

Today, the Texas Transplant Institute is the
only program in the United States that com-
bines the resources and talents of both the
bone marrow/stem cell program and the solid
organ transplant program under one entity.
Through its mission of ‘‘Continuing the Legacy
of Hope Through Patient Care, Research and
Education,’’ the Texas Transplant Institute is
dedicated to serving patients who are in need
of organ and bone marrow/stem cell trans-
plants. Collectively, these programs have
served over 2,500 patients. It has performed
1,684 kidney transplants, 631 bone marrow/
stem cell transplants, 212 heart transplants,
and 2 liver transplants to patients all over the
United States.

On October 13, 2001, hundreds of trans-
plant recipients, patients on waiting lists, and
living donors who are considered an inspira-
tion to more than 80,000 men, women, and
children will unite. Many will meet for the first
time with their respective donors, as well as
other individuals who will attend and are ur-
gently awaiting for a transplant to replace a
failing kidney, heart, liver, lung, or pancreas.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I would like to
commend the Texas Transplant Institute for
hosting this special All Star Transplant Re-
union. I especially want to thank the doctors
and staff at TTI for their hard work and dedi-
cation and I wish them well as they continue
their life-saving services to the community.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Ms. Farah M. Walters for her induction

into the 2001 Ohio Women’s Hall of Fame. As
President and Chief Executive Officer of Uni-
versity Hospitals Health System and University
Hospitals of Cleveland since 1992, Ms. Wal-
ters will be placed in an elite group of women
recognized for their outstanding contributions
to their state and nation. Ms. Walters presides
over a system that serves patients at more
than 150 locations in Northeast Ohio and
which is the region’s largest private sector em-
ployer.

Ms. Walters graduated from the executive
MBA program at Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity’s Weatherhead School of Management
and holds a Masters of Science in Nutrition
from Case Western Reserve University. She
has consulted and lectured for major health
organizations such as the Pan American
Health Organization, American Hospital Asso-
ciation, National Institutes of Health, the U.S.
Army, and various hospitals and universities.
Ms. Walters has received numerous pres-
tigious awards for her work. For example, in
May 2001 she was awarded the Ellis Island
Medal of honor by the National Ethnic Coali-
tion of Organizations Foundation; in February,
1999 she became the first woman to receive
the Business Executive of the Year award
from the Sales & Marketing Executives of
Cleveland; and in May 1998 she became the
first woman to receive the Business States-
manship Award from the Harvard Business
School Club. In January 1993, Mrs. Walters
was appointed to Hillary Rodham Clinton’s Na-
tional Health Care Reform Tax Force, and in
1993 Modern Healthcare selected her as one
of the 50 individuals in the USA to shape the
future of health care in the country. In addi-
tion, University Hospitals of Cleveland has
been the recipient of many awards under her
leadership, including the North Coast 99 Di-
versity Award from the Employer Resource
Council and Enterprise Development and the
Exemplary Voluntary Effort Award from the
U.S. Department of Labor.

Ms. Walters also serves on a variety of na-
tional and local boards and is active in civic
affairs. She is on the board of the LTV Cor-
poration and has served on a number of key
committees of the Association of American
Medical Colleges in Washington, D.C. She
also serves on the board of Cleveland Tomor-
row, Greater Cleveland Roundtable and Ohio
Business Roundtable. In 1994 Ms. Walters
was appointed by Governor VOINOVICH to
serve on the 15 member Commission to Study
the Ohio Economy and Tax Structure. Within
the community, she has served as Chairman
for the 1997 United Ways Campaign, the first
woman and the first CEO of a non-profit orga-
nization to be selected for the position.

Ms. Walters will be honored by the Ohio
Womens Hall of Fame on October 17, 2001.
She and her husband Stephen have one
daughter named Stephanie.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank the citizens of Clovis, California
for their outpouring of sympathy and compas-
sion in the wake of the tragedy which took
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